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SUBJ: US-ASEAN DIALOGUE 

REE: A) STATE 95286; B) SINGAPORE 1672 

1 . MFA POLITICAL DIVISION DEPUTY DIRECTOR MUSHAHID ALI 
TELLS US GOS HAS NOTIFIED THAI GOVERNMENT OF ITS 
ACCEPTANCE OF JULY 24-25 DATES FOR US-ASEAN DIALOGUE AND 
WILLINGNESS TO SEND FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM, WHO 
WILL NOT ATTEND BELGRADE MEETING (REF B). ALI HAD NOT 
HEARD OF ANY MALAYSIAN OBJECTION TO DATES, BUT NOTED THAT 
QUESTIONS OE DATES AND WHETHER FOREIGN OR ECONOMIC 
MINISTERS SHOULD HEAD DELEGATIONS STILL SUBJECT TO ASEAN 
DECISION. IF ASEAN OPTS FOR ECONOMIC MINISTERS, GOS 
WOULD PROBABLY SEND GOH CHOK TONG, SENIOR MINISTER OF 
STATE FOR FINANCE, WHO ATTENDED FIRST US-ASEAN DIALOGUE, 
ACCOMPANIED PM LEE TO U.S. LAST YEAR, AND HAS ALL BUT 
ECLIPSED FINANCE MINISTER HON SUI SEN ON LOCAL SCENE. 

2. ALI WAS NOT AT ALL SURE THAT QUESTIONS OE DATES AND 
REPRESENTATION WOULD BE FINALLY DECIDED AT APRIL 20 
STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING. HE IN FACT FEELS THAT 
DECISION MAY BE DEFERRED UNTIL ECONOMIC MINISTERS 
MEETING ON MAY 20. 
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